SYRIAN CHRISTIAN
448
Hi
women by their tali, which has 21 beads on it, set in the form of a cross.    Their churches are ugly rectangular buildings with flat or arched wooden roofs and whitewashed facades.    They have no spire,  but the chancel, which is at the east end, is usually somewhat higher than the nave.    Between the  chancel and the body of the church  is  a curtain,   which is drawn while the priest consecrates the elements at the mass.    Right and left of the   chancel  are   two   rooms,   the   vestry  and  the sacristy.    At the west end is  a gallery, in which the unmarried priests sometimes live.    Most churches contain three altars, one in the chancel, and the other two at its western ends on each side.    There are no  images in Jacobite or Reformed churches, but there are sometimes pictures.    Crucifixes are placed on the altars, and in other parts of the churches.    The clergy and men of influence are buried in the nave just outside the chancel. The Syrian Bishops are called Metrans.    They are celibates, and live on the contributions of their churches. They wear purple robes and black silk cowls figured with golden crosses, a big gold cross round the neck, and a ring on the fourth finger of the right hand.    Bishops are nominated by their predecessors from the body of Ram-bans,  who  are  men selected  by priests and  elders in advance to fill the Episcopate.    Metrans are buried in their robes in a sitting posture.    Their priests are called Cattanars.    They should strictly pass through the seven offices of ostiary,  reader, exorcist, acolyte, sub-deacon and deacon before becoming priests ;  but the first three offices practically no longer exist.    The priestly office is often hereditary, descending by the marumakkattayam system  (inheritance in the female line).    Jacobite and St. Thomas' Syrian priests are paid by contributions from their parishioners, fees at weddings, and the like.    Their